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ployment for Europeans, and thus intensify the
fatal drain from the resources of India; but to raise
the native administrators to the same level as that
of the native judges, of whose capacity all speak so
highly, while insuring that a genuine control is
exerted by Englishmen not overburdened with that
excessive office-work that now removes them farther
and farther from the mass of the people. To
develop native talent, to encourage native origi-
nality in every department, is surely a nobler aim
than to depress a whole community, comprising
one-sixth of the human race, by a superincumbent
mass of foreigners, who live less and less in the
country, and.therefore know less and less of it.

One of the saddest results of our present action
is the decay of native arts and manufactures.
According to the testimony of officials who have
devoted especial attention to this matter, the im-
poverishment of the country, and the reduction of
the native population to one dead level of poverty-
stricken agriculturists, are utterly crushing out the
beautiful native art-work in our territories. The
statements in Dr. Birdwood's " Handbook for the
Indian Court at Paris" show what a mischievous
effect the cheap gaol-work, brought into competition
with the manufactures of honest artisans, has pro-
duced upon more than one important industry.

I am told, however, by my official critics that
India is lightly taxed. They are bold men to say-
it. A bureaucracy acting almost unchecked by
European, and wholly unchecked by native opinion,
can hazard observations with impunity in India,
that read strangely when put side by side with other